An Evaluation of Open Spac@ality in

Suburban Residential Communities:
A Comparison of Case Studies
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Case Study Sites

Region Subdivision Type
Neo-traditional Conservation Conventional
Kentlands Wesley Chapel Woods, Dufief
Mid-Atlantic City of Gaithersburg, Baltimore County, City of Gaithersburg,
Maryland Maryland Maryland
: Spring Island Sea Pines
Southeast I()Snou'\t/lr:.g;ergl?r?gt, Beaufort County, Hilton Head Island,
South Carolina South Carolina
i , ] : Cloverdale
: Prairie Crossing The Fields of St. Croix, ! i
Wjd-West Lake County, lllinois Lake Elmo, MN Washlng':/m Counbi

Stapleton
Denver, Colorado

Hidden Springs Rosecreek, Herriman,

Mountain West Boise, Idaho Utah

Northwest Landing, Defiance Park / Lincoln

Pacific Northwest
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Pierce County,
Washington

Green, Whatcom
County, Washington

High Point,
Seattle, Washington
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Site Survey
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Ecological

maintenance schemes for common areas
impact of private easements
encroachment on common areas
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Differing management schemes
for protected open space can be
very obvious between two
different owners, here the city and
home owners association.



Intensive management schemes are necessary to maintain native
habitats in urban situations.
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Tree-save lots such as this
one can save significant
heritage trees on a
development site.
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It is critical to protect trees
during the development
phase, and to educate
construction workers about
their value.
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Water Quality

direct discharge
BMP maintenance
refinement of BMPs
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Increasing infiltration onsite, such as with the use of porous pavement and
“1infiltration swales will improve overall watershed health.

Copyright E. Brabec 24



Recreation

separation of active and passive uses
formal vs. informal
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Trail connections
between blocks
Increases the
walkability of
communities.
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Visual Quality

maintenance of views
level of visual access to open space
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